
 
 
We keep being reminded of the ever-changing world we now live in. As the end of the year rapidly 
approaches, we look back and are constantly in awe of how much we have been able to achieve despite 
the hardships faced by so many.  
 

Here at Daphneyland the world spun round as we focused on our Mission; The Rescue, Rehabilitation 
and Placement of Hounds.  Each and every set of paws we meet throughout the year makes an impact 
on us.  From those tiny paws of puppydom to the wrinkled chubby arthritic foot of the senior, each one 
makes an imprint.  This year found new faces joining our team, both here at the ranch as well as those 
out in the field and over the social media family. 
 

Our storage containers have toys for the holiday just waiting for the hounds to squeak them as the team 
gives them with home baked applesauce-pumpkin-oatmeal muffins.  The warm blanket stash for New 
Year’s Eve is growing as donations arrive at the gate.  Hounds that have been here for years know it's 
that time, the new hounds that arrived during the year will be excited when the routines change, special 
treats are given, brand new snuggly warm blankies are tucked in around them, and each with a brand 
new toy to cuddle, squeak or tear apart to their hearts desire.  Our evening crew sings our song - yet 
somehow holiday jingles find their way into our daily routines, for it is a magical time of the year. 
 

It is also dump your old dog, get a pup season - and it's our busiest time of the year sadly.  As we all 
gather family around, as we mark off each day before the new year arrives - we thank you for 
remembering our hounds in your hearts.  Each one of them had a family that gave up on them.  We are 
the forever family that will never give up. 
 

Our daily team has been working day in and day out, through snow storms, rain, hail, freezing weather 
alerts, heat, santa ana winds, drought, fire alerts, supply chain issues, and into the wee hours of the 
night ensuring that every single hound of Daphneyland gets the food, vet care, medications, 
supplements, love and exercise that keeps those tails wagging and their daily life here happy. These 
costs keep increasing drastically.  It takes each one of us to make this all possible, and we thank you 
for being there year after year. 
 

May your Holidays be filled with howls, may your loved ones be happy and healthy throughout the new 
year. 
 

Dawn, Sandi, Judy, Nancy, Erica, Lynn, JD, Bruce, Luis, Nick, Tyler, 
Amanda, Greg, Eric, Pam, Jewels, Nansea & 

All the Hounds of Daphneyland 



SMILE MAKERS        By Olivia Hanna 
 

  
You might not have any clue as to who I am, and that’s okay! But I just want 
to say a big “THANK YOU” for everything that you are doing for every single 
basset bound that has walked inside your doors.  
 
 

My father, Michael Hanna, recently adopted two 
of your own, Charlotte and Wilbur. In 2019, he 
lost two of his precious fur babies within three 
weeks of each other, & I have never seen him 
so consistently down and distraught in his life 
until your organization came along.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You welcoming my father with open arms (along 
with two of the sweetest dogs by your sides), has 
made him continuously smile since then. He has 
given the two bassets many multiple beds to sleep 
on, many piano tunes to fall asleep to, so much 
grass for them to roll around in, so many treats to 
munch on, and so on and so forth. But most of all, 
he’s given them so much joy because you brought 
him so much joy in return.  
 

 
From the bottom of my heart, thank you for bringing 
back my dad’s happiness and thank you for giving 
us the gift of Charlotte and Wilbur. You are changing 
lives and please keep doing what you are doing.  
 
 
 



ANGEL DOG         by Andrea Block 
 

I've been meaning to write to you and share an update of my life with 
"Brittany" who is now "Scout" and responds so well to her new name.  
I adopted her from you on a Sunday afternoon and by Tuesday morning I 
had to put her in my car and drive 21 hours to Texas to be with my Dad 
who had taken a turn for the worse in his battle with head and neck 
cancer. We had called in hospice and they told us that it would likely be 
weeks if not days until he passed. I packed Scout's new bed and all her 
food you gave me and found us a pet friendly hotel halfway to Texas and 
just crossed my fingers she didn't get car sick. This dog is a literal angel. 
She took turns going from the back seat (in her bed) to the passenger 
front seat to lay near me. She slept until I would stop to take her out to 
potty and get water. She never made a peep and never made it 
dangerous in our long car ride home. She listened to me cry and talk to 
myself out loud about how sad the next month would be; she never 

judged my sadness and anger - her quiet nature was calming.   
 
We got to Texas safe and sound and when I introduced her to my dying 
father - his eyes lit up. "She's so soft..." he said. He was smitten (how could 
you not be?). She was so gentle with him. She laid next to him in his bed and 
kept vigil our second night home. When we moved Dad out into a hospital 
bed - she sat in the chair next to him for hours. I would put her up in his 
hospital bed so he could pet her and she was so calm, so gentle - it was like 
she knew he needed her.  
 
Dad passed away at the end of October and we are still here in Texas 
helping my mom. Scout is very much enjoying the backyard, chasing 
squirrels, and loves to snuggle.  Scout has been a savior to my family. She 
was the welcoming committee to each family member, close friend that would 
stop by and say goodbye to Dad while he was still awake. She licked every 
nurse who visited us and was a fan favorite for sure. It's a very cliche to say - 
I rescued her but she really rescued me - it's more like: she SAVED me.  
 

We'll go back to LA in January and it will be an adjustment 
for her to be in an apartment, but I know she will learn and be 
ok. We're still working on some attachment issues but we 
make a little progress each day.  

 
I cannot thank you enough for bringing her 
into my life. I love her SO MUCH and I 
don't know what I would have done without 
her.  
 



MARSHMALLOW 

Marshmallow came to us in September as a five month old puppy off the 

street.  He spent October and November adjusting to a life in a safe and loving 

environment, while we got him up to date on vaccines and nutritionally 

stabilized.   

In early December, a family came to adopt a 

Basset Hound and he chose them.  It was love 

at first site for him and his new “boy”. His new 

family also had another Basset and a Saint 

Bernard, so he had built-in new friends too!   

 

The day Marshmallow met his family he was so excited that 

he jumped around and started limping.   Since he was limping, 

we all agreed that fostering while we had vets look at his leg 

was a good idea.  A few days later, when the vet was 

checking his leg, it was discovered he has a heart murmur.    

 

When he got to ultrasound, it was discovered that he had a serious heart 

issue.  Thanks to some SUPER networking, we were able to get him seen by 

a cardiologist and today his cardiologist, Dr. Cole at ACCESS verified he 

needs: Cardio Balloon Valvuloplasty which comes at a hefty price of 

$8,000.00! The AMAZING Dr. Cole has fit him in for surgery on December 

28, 2022.   

His Foster Mom is a vet tech and is the best at 

keeping him calm through this.  His human kid is 

worried and wants his pup well for the New Year!  

To make this happen, we have set up a Giving 

Grid to fund the surgery. 

 Let's make this happen! Donate, share & 

send well wishes to Marshmallow, his family 

(especially his boy) and his veterinary team!   

Click here to help Marshmallow: 

https://www.givinggrid.com/swykvz 

https://www.givinggrid.com/swykvz


THE CASE FOR THE SENIOR HOUND           By Alexis Justman 
 

My 11-year-old basset hound, Sam, is a Daphneyland dog. My 

partner and I have been doing this – fostering senior hounds – for 

ten years now. I always said I preferred senior dogs because they 

ask for so little, and they give us so much. But bottom line, an old 

dog is just indisputably a better value. Unconditional love for just 

sharing the couch? That’s a deal that can’t be beat. Maximum 

benefit in exchange for minimal effort, like fast forwarding to the 

best part. And with fostering, you can try before you buy, perfect 

for non-committal folk like me.  
 

I don’t even think Sam would mind me saying that. Sam gives us his 

all. He makes us laugh. He keeps us warm. He makes me shut my 

work laptop and go outside, he gives us a reason to notice the 

hummingbirds and talk to the neighbors. He sits with us at brunch 

and lets little kids fondle his long, velvet ears, and when the waitress 

comes and says, “I could never do what you do,” he makes us look 

like a hero or something. Thanks, Sam. 
 

I volunteer with Daphneyland as a Home Checker.  I interview 

adoption applicants about their home environment and lifestyle 

to ensure they’re a good fit. Sometimes at the end of our call, 

when I ask them what questions they have for me, they’ll ask to 

see Sam. And when I tell them he’s a senior, a foster who’s only 

been with us for several months, they say the same thing, “I just can’t imagine how you 

do it.”  
 

Of course, the elephant in the room. We don’t want them to leave us, 

I understand. But what I don’t understand is why death is somehow 

doable with a dog you’ve loved for 14 years, but less so with a dog 

you’ve only known for 4. I’m here to tell you that the goodbyes never 

get easier, but you can pick up routines and rituals that make them 

more bearable. Which brings me back to my point about the reward 

outweighing the heartache. You get to be the reason why that dog 

knew love in their last earthly chapter, and not just love, but 

microfiber couches, a consistently full water bowl, healthy food, fresh 

air, family. And suddenly, you aren’t just a foster parent, but a miracle.  
 

It’s truly the best deal we’ve ever made.  

 



SENIOR FOSTER TO SENIOR ADOPTED  

WELCOME HOME SAM JUSTMAN SAMPSON 
 

Just as this newsletter was in the final 

editing stages, Sam, the senior foster 

hound of Alexis Justman, became 

officially adopted.   

This is the official Daphneyland 

Gotcha Day photo. 

 

 

 

 

And this is the official personal  

Adoption Announcement from Alexis & Chase,  

with a note to 

pretend this is a sonogram post! 

 

  



INTRODUCING HUMPHREY!                              By David Posner 

Known as Abuelo during his Daphneyland stay of nearly two years, my new buddy is 

finishing up his third week in San Francisco. 

Humphrey is a spry 11-year-old basset-

beagle mix who weighs in at a trim 35 lbs., 

He has plenty of room to spread out in the 

king-size bed once occupied by my previous 

Daphneyland rescue, Seymour, a full-sized 

charmer who went to the bridge in July, 

pictured below. 
 

Of course, Humphrey knows 

he can’t keep his figure 

without working out, so he 

has been hitting the gym 

regularly. This is in marked 

contrast to Seymour, who 

preferred yoga—and only the 

resting poses at that (photo 

on left). 

 

 

Humphrey has another, arguably more effective, method 

for keeping the pounds off. Whereas Seymour never let a 

treat hit the ground, my new roommate is a saver who’s 

been stashing a share of his goodies around the house. 

The bathtub is one of favorite “banking” spots. The problem 

is, he’s not actually tall enough to make any withdrawals. A 

sure-fire diet if ever there was one! 

 

 

Humphrey recently discovered the BEACH!  You 

can see that this may be his favorite exercise in 

his new life here in San Francisco.  We look 

forward to many new adventures and ways to 

stay fit and trim. 

 
 



 
The hounds need a steady income to meet their daily needs of food, medicine, veterinary care and COOKIES!  Distance 
doesn’t matter … everyone can help by becoming a monthly or annual sponsor!  Money from sponsorships help  us 
pay for over $35,000.00 in regular monthly expenses, in addition to $5000 for food alone, and even more for vet care, 
medicine, supplements, facility mortgage, utilities, fuel for vehicles, insurance, cleaning supplies, trash bags, laundry 
detergent, bleach and of course approved COOKIES! Every dollar helps to meet the needs of hounds while they are 
nurtured back to health and get ready for their forever home.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________            ________________________________________________    
Name of Donor(s)      Signature 
 
________________________________             _____________________________            ______________________   
Address      City, State, Zip Code   Phone Number  
 

  _____________________      Method of Payment:    Check     PayPal     Credit Card     Cash 
 Email               (payable to Golden Empire Basset Rescue ) 

 
(Signature) I authorize PayPal to automatically deduct my reoccurring monthly or one-time annual donation until I cancel my sponsorship  

 

Email Lynn McCarthy, Treasurer to set up recurring donations:  bassethoundsrule@shaw.ca 
Please include a copy of this form with your donation to Daphneyland and mail or deliver to:  Daphneyland 

6221 Shannon Valley Road, Acton, CA 93510 Phone: 661-269-2781 • Email:  basset911@aol.com  •  www.Daphneyland.com 
Currently we are undergoing some organization changes and corrections.  During this interim process, Daphneyland is working in conjunction 

with Golden Empire Basset Rescue, Inc.  Donations are tax deductible. FEIN #32-0198167 

Please sign me up as a monthly sponsor!  
My monthly donation will be:   

 $500 Basset 500 Instigator 

 $250 Basset Servant 

$200 Grand Champion Basset Lover   

$100   Champion Basset Lover   

$75 Hound Snuggler    

 $60 Sit-Stay Master  

$50 Hound Wrangler    

 $40 Food Slave  

$30 Belly Rubber  

$25 Hound Massager   

 $20 Drool Fling Expert 

$10 Super-Duper Pooper Scooper    
 

Please sign me up as annual sponsor!  
My annual donation will be:   

  $24,000   Chow Master 

 $10,000 Howling Master 

 $ 5,000     Hunt Master    

 $ 1,500     Run Sponsor 

 Other ____________________ 
  

     My company matches contributions.  
I have enclosed my completed  
matching gift form with my check. 

 
Use my contribution for: 

 Whatever is needed 

  Hound Housing Fund 

  General Fund 

about:blank
about:blank


Ways You Can Help 

 
We are frequently told … “I would love to help but I live so far away”.  
Distance can seem like an insurmountable problem but there are many 
ways to help whether you live near or far away.  Our secretary lives in 
Michigan, one of our treasurers lives in Canada, our assistant treasurer lives 
in Sacramento, our webmaster lives in West Virginia and we have 
volunteers the entire length of the State of California!  So, if you really want 
to help, here are some suggestions: 
 

• Set up an automatic recurring donation  
 

• Donate on our monthly fundraising campaigns and Urgent Care 

campaigns 
 

• Follow us daily on social media (Facebook, Instagram, 

www.daphneyland.com) AND share! 
 

• Share our fundraising efforts with your friends and family 
 

• Request a donation to Daphneyland as a birthday or holiday gift 
 

• Include Daphneyland in your estate planning 
 

• Attend our HoeDown in May 
 

• Share your talents, knowledge and skills (graphic design, California tax 

accounting, public relations, sewing, cleaning, appliance repair, 

electrician, plumber, mechanic, carpenter, welder, landscaper) 
 

• Share your time (property clean up, weed whacking, mowing, fence 

repair, construction repair) 
 

• Donate to our annual toy drive to provide each hound with a new big 

stuffie toys for the Howliday (no rope, plastic, bone or rawhide) 
 

• Donate to our annual blanket drive to provide each hound with a 

new/gently used warm comfy blanket for the New Year (double fleece 

blankets are the best!) 

about:blank


Daphneyland Continual Needs List 
 

Have you ever wondered what we use daily for the hounds at 
Daphneyland?  Well, here it is … we use these items every single day!  
 
If you can donate any of these items, it helps us stretch the dollars and have 
more money available for vet care, utilities, mortgage and other hard costs.  
Chewy.com and Amazon.com are easy to order from and have delivered 
directly.   
 
If you do not have a Costco near you or you cannot bring items to us, a 
Costco gift card (include the receipt please) would be a big help.  We also 
have some needs that are not necessarily daily needs that can be 
purchased through a variety of vendors.   
 
We now have a “needs” list on Chewy.com!  
https://www.chewy.com/g/golden-empire-basset-rescue 
 
 
DAILY NEEDS      

• Sportmix Wholesomes Chicken & 

Rice (Chewy.com)   

• Raw Honey (Costco/Sam’s Club) 

• Zylkene 450 mgs  (Chewy.com)   

• Symbiotics Plus  Colostrum 

Supplement (iherb.com)   

• Arth-9 Supplement  (Allegro 

Medical)  

• Kirkland Canned Chicken Breast 

(Costco)    

• Warm Blankets 

• -- Dog Biscuits (Currently 

changing)--  

• 33-gallon string Tie Garbage Bags 

(Costco/Sam’s Club)      

• Clorox Bleach (Costco/Sams 

Club)  

• Simple Green (Home Depot)   

• Cold Pressed Coconut Oil 

(Costco/Sam’s) 

• Warm Blankets     

 

 

OTHER NEEDS                                                    

•  Kennel Decking  

• Kuranda Beds 

• Large heavy-duty Pooper 

Scoopers 

• 100 Ft. Heavy-duty construction 

hoses  

• Large Dog Loos 

• Washer and Dryer (Top loader) 

• Riding Lawn Mower 

• Hand Lawn Mower 

• More Warm Blankets 

  

about:blank


 

  

Daphneyland Team 
 

 

Daphneyland Directors 
Directors: Dawn Smith / Judy Brubaker 

Vice President: Erica Weis 
Secretary: Sandra Wittenberg, PhD 

Treasurers: Nancy Carpenter/Lynn McCarthy 
Board Member: J. D. Carpenter PhD 

       
 

Key Volunteers & Advisors 
Adoption Coordinator: Sandra Wittenberg PhD 

Shelter Coordinators: Judy Brubaker/Dawn Smith 
Transportation Coordinators: Adele Rey/Luis Soto 

Webmaster: J D Carpenter, PhD 
Behavioral Consultant: Dr. Cari B. Cannon, PhD 

Trainers:  Colleen Lange, Kim Kurland 
    
 

Financial Advisory Team 
Nicolas Amato, Bruce Garvin, Luis Soto, Erica Weis,  

Tyler Harris, Nancy Carpenter, Judy Brubaker 
 

     

Wranglers 
Amanda, Amar, Bruce, Dawn, Eric, Erica,  

Greg D, Greg H, Jewels, Luis, Mike, Nansea, Nick, Pam, Tyler 

 
Veterinarians 

Dr. Reid Loken, DVM & staff at Acton, CA – Acton Veterinary Clinic  
Dr. Ban, DVM & staff at Canoga Park, CA - Roswinn Pet Hospital 

Dr. Dan Slaton, DVM & staff at Sherman Oaks, CA; Sherman Oaks Veterinary Center 
 
 
 

Facebook.com/Daphneyland                 @Daphneyland 
 



 
  

Don’t forget our annual blanket & toy drive! 
We give each of our hounds a new toy on Christmas Eve  

and a new blanket on New Year’s Eve! 

Help us keep the hounds warm and happy throughout the New Year! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Daphneyland 
6221 Shannon Valley Road, Acton, CA 93510 
Phone: 661-269-2781 
Email:  basset911@aol.com 
www.Daphneyland.com 
Tax ID #32-0198167 

 

 

 

Here are some tangible ways your 
donations are used: 

 

  $     25 = A Box of Biscuits 

  $     30 = 6 Bottles of Bleach 

  $     65 = A Veterinary Exam 

  $   150 = Core Vaccines 

  $   500 =  A Neuter 

  $   800 = A Spay 

  $ 5,000 = Food for a Month 

  $ 2,850 = Mortgage Payment for a Month 

  $35,000 = Monthly Expenses 

 

about:blank
about:blank

